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WELCoME

Russ Taylor
Associate University Librarian
Harold B. Lee Library

Welcome Back, Friends . . .

Is it just me, or do you also sense that time flies faster or memory 
fades quicker so that it almost seems it was a month or two ago 
that we last met to discuss our mutual love … books?

What doesn’t seem to change, however, is my appreciation for a 
wonderful book. I’m sure you feel the same. Holbrook Jackson 
(1874-1948), the British writer, publisher, and bibliophile, 
described it this way: “Book-love, I say again, lasts throughout 
life, it never flags or fails, but, like Beauty itself, is a joy for 
ever.”

We hope that you’ll find beautiful books, intriguing stories about 
books and collecting, and glimpses into the literary past in this 
year’s presentations. We’re also reprising a concept that we hope 
to make a regular feature of our conference: Presentations by 
some of you – collectors and book lovers. Everyone enjoys a 
good story, and many of you have the best book collecting stories 
I’ve heard. Harry B. Smith (1860-1936) wrote in his book, The 
Sentimental Library, “If there is one thing that a book-collector 
loves more than acquiring books, it is talking about them.” And 
he would have known; he assembled a fantastic collection of 
association books, presentation copies, and literary manuscripts, 
which he sold to A.S.W. Rosenbach more than 100 years ago for 
$79,000.

Thursday’s workshops will be conducted by our veteran colleague 
Judy Sommerfeldt, who will be doing calligraphy this year, 
and Chris McAfee (who returned to our conservation staff after 
15+ years at the LDS Church) and Christina Thomas, who will 
jointly be helping attendees create a field journal of their very 
own. Friday will see our book collecting friends showcasing 
their fabulous holdings and our library staff leading stimulating 
and educational discussions on a variety of topics. Our luncheon 
speaker will describe how he has reconstructed the collecting 
habits of Harry F. Bruning, who brought together one of the most 
interesting collections of Japanese materials – among other things 
– that exists outside of Japan and which now is housed in the L. 
Tom Perry Special Collections.

All in all, it promises to be a great conference, and we hope you 
will enjoy it as much as we have in putting it together.
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Neuland: Nouveau Calligraphic Hand

A Field Book For Your Waldeinsamkeit

Registration, Breakfast Snack
1130 HBLL (Special Collections Foyer)

Welcome

First Seminar

Break

Second Seminar

Lunch and Luncheon Speaker
3228 WSC

Third Seminar

Break

Fourth Seminar

Evaluation Submission

CoNFERENCE SCHEDULE

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
Thursday, March 23

CONFERENCE
Friday, March 24

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

8:00 am - 8:30 am

8:30 am - 9:00 am

9:00 am - 10:15 am

10:15 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:45 am

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

1:45 pm - 3:00 pm

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm

3:15 pm - 4:30 pm

4:30 pm - 5:00 pm
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A FIELD Book For Your 
WALDEINSAMKEIT

CHRISTOPHER MCAFEE AND 
CHRISTINA THOMAS

Waldeinsamkeit: A feeling of being alone in the woods and connected 
to nature.

Field Book: A journal/sketchbook that describes explorations, nature, 
and the discoveries made.

This workshop will teach attendees how to make a field book based 
on structures from the 19th century. Specifically, the book will be 
based on the structure of a field book used by Samuel Constantine 
Rafinesque while traveling from Philadelphia to Kentucky in 
1818 to gather botanical and zoographical information. While on 
this trip, Rafinesque met with John Audubon, who described and 
sketched in the book several plant and animal species, none of 
which were actually real. It is presumed that Audubon expected this 
to be discovered as a prank, but that’s not what happened. Instead, 
Rafinesque published information about ten different imaginary 
fish, giving Audubon the credit for their discovery. In all, the field 
notebook contains John Audubon’s imaginings of 11 fake fish, 3 fake 
snails, 2 fake birds, 1 fake mollusk, 2 fake plants and 9 fake rats.

The field books made in this workshop will closely match 
Rafinesque’s book. They will be made up of 5 signatures (folded 
gatherings of paper) and will have leather corners and spines as well 
as a latching system that doubles as a pencil holder. The process 
incorporates simple leatherworking techniques and is intended to be 
practical rather than beautiful.
 

Notes
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NEULAND: NoUVEAU
 Calligraphic HAND

JUDY SOMMERFELDT

“The letters should be designed 
by an artist and not an 
engineer.” – William Morris

Neuland is a contemporary 
lettering style developed by 
German artist, calligrapher, 
and type designer Rudolph 
Koch (1876-1934). Koch was 
a deeply spiritual and devout 
Lutheran who spent much of 
his time working on religious 
publications and manuscripts, 
completing nearly one hundred 
in his lifetime. As a young 
artist, he illustrated and 
designed book covers in the Art Nouveau style popular at the time.
Koch greatly admired William Morris whose teaching and Arts and 
Crafts movement influenced Koch’s work. He valued craftsmanship 
in his type design, a principle deeply rooted in the Arts and Crafts 
movement. Koch viewed the alphabet as humanity’s ultimate 
achievement.  

Designed in 1923 from hand-drawn forms, Neuland, his uppercase 
printing type face, is a contemporary font style. The calligraphic 
Neuland hand, like the type face, has bold and dynamic letterforms.  
It has become one of the most popular lettering hands of the last 
century, and is a great hand for beginning calligraphers as well as 
those who are experienced. Characteristic of Neuland lettering are its 
strong strokes that are generally written with a broad-edge tool at 3 
to 4 pen widths high and a flat pen angle. The letters can be packed 
together and written with little or no interlinear spacing creating 
a dense texture. Exciting effects can be achieved with Neuland 

letterforms alone or with the addition of decoration such as coloring 
in the negative or counter spaces around the letters.

Neuland is a lettering hand that can be used by anyone in a variety 
of ways. Calligraphy experience is not necessary to take this 
workshop. Participants will be introduced to basic calligraphic terms 
and techniques and then will study the characteristics of Neuland.  
Working from an exemplar, they will practice writing each letterform 
using a broad-edge Pilot Parallel pen. The second half of the class 
will be spent exploring the versatility of color with Neuland and 
creating a finished accordion book structure with Neuland lettering 
inside. 

Notes
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Gallery Stroll
Comics & Mormons

TREVOR ALVORD

Comics and Mormons is the first art exhibition in Utah to be devoted 
to the medium of comic books and also holds the distinction of 
being the first exhibition in the world on the genre of Mormon 
comics.  This absence of previous exhibits meant that the primary 
audience, Mormons and persons living in Utah, would have a lack 
of experience with comic books as a source of art and literature.  As 
curators, we felt it crucial to impart on any visitor of this unique 
exhibit an awareness of why. Why do comics matter? Why is this 
important?  Why should we care?

As you enter the exhibit the first wall to catch your attention is the 
center or middle wall where the question of “Why Comics?” begins.  
Co-Curator Joseph Darowski, a BYU professor and expert on 
comics carefully crafted a response to that question in three sections 
that leads you through some of the best comic art and artists in the 
industry--who also happen to be Mormon. Joseph’s response is as 
follows:

While often confused with a genre, comic books are a medium of 
storytelling. In Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud defined comics 
as “Juxtaposed pictorial and other images in deliberate sequence,” 
which is a fancy way of saying comic books combine text and images 
to communicate with the reader.  This combination creates a unique 
art form, allowing writers and artists to tell stories in a way that 
is distinctive from what can be done in traditional prose or in film 
and television. Comic strips, comic books, graphic novels, and web 
comics all fall under the general term “comics,” which is a term that 

got adopted because many of the earliest newspaper 
strips were comedies. Different artistic styles can be 
employed and simple or complex layouts designed 
to serve a narrative’s tone, message, and theme.

While comic books are most commonly associated 
with the superhero genre, any type of story can 
be told in the medium. Superhero stories only 
appeared in comic books after humor stories, 
adventure stories, and crime stories were already 
well established in the industry. Other genres 
that have been immensely successful include war, 
sci-fi, romance, horror, zombie, western, and 
autobiographical comic books. The comic book 
medium is endlessly elastic, capable of telling 
any kind of story through the use of panels, word 
balloons, text boxes, and art.

It seems undeniable that these are among the images most conjured 
up when people think of comic books. The superhero genre became 
extremely popular during the second World War, becoming the most 
popular genre of stories produced by the comic book industry. But, 
following the end of the war, the popularity of superheroes waned 
considerably and the genre almost disappeared entirely from comic 
books. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, with DC Comics reviving 
characters such as the Flash and Green Lantern and Marvel Comics 
introducing new characters like the Fantastic Four, Spider-Man, Iron 
Man, and the X-Men the superhero genre gained new popularity and 
since that time has been the genre most associated with the comic 
book industry.

Although somewhat quietly, the combination of image and text as 
Joseph described has influenced American culture more than any 
other medium, especially in the superhero genre. For example, 
Superman has found his way into music, movie, television, video 
games and even became the archetype for America itself. The most 
well-known Mormon comic creator Michael Allred has said: “To me, 
art is the most important thing in human existence. Every time you 
can look at something a human being created, it means something and 
echoes out.”1  The art of the comic has been echoing for the past 187 
years and shows no signs of silencing. 

The 1940s birthed our modern titans such as Superman, Batman, and 
Captain America, and with their creation the Golden Age of comics 
was ushered in. During this Golden Age, the Brother of Jared and 
Nephi first became comic figures as well when John Philip Dalby, in 
connection with the LDS Church, first published Stories of the Book 
of Mormon in the January 1947 edition of the Church News.  Probably 
unknown to Dalby at the time, his publication marked the creation of 
a new genre—the Book of Mormon comic. 

1  Christopher Irving, Michael Allred: Conversations (Jackson: Uni-
versity Press of Mississippi 2015)
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As you move from “Why Comics?” 
you come to the second theme of the 

exhibit, the Book of Mormon as comic.  
Here Co-Curator Kjerste Christensen 

leads you through the 70-year history of 
artists and authors using their talents to 

bring the Book of Mormon to life as a comic.  
The center piece in this display is also the 

most significant piece in the exhibit - the 
original art of the opening page to Ric 
Estrada’s Peace with Honor.  Estrada, a 
convert to the LDS Church, was a prolific 
illustrator for DC Comics. When given the 

opportunity to illustrate and author his own 
short story in a war comic he was working 

on at the time, he chose to detail the final battles of Coriantumr from 
the Book of Ether.  Estrada’s work is the only time a national comic 
book vendor has ever published a story from the Book of Mormon. 
More importantly though, it also led the LDS Church to explore 
doing its own comic version of the Book of Mormon and subsequent 
scriptures that became the Scripture Stories.

The third and final segment in the exhibit features Mormons in 
comics.  Here you will have the opportunity to examine how comic 
books have interacted with Mormons, the religion, and the LDS 
Church.  Some of the highlights are: Michael Allred’s famous 
character Frank Einstein (Madman) singing “If You Could Hie to 
Kolob”, meeting one of the Three Nephites, and discussing good 
vs. evil Second Nephi Chapter 2 style. Also featured are Donny 
and Marie Osmond as Death Vapors, known for victimizing with 
“excessive sweetness” and “oppressiveness niceness,” in Howard the 
Duck #23. Godzilla smashing the Salt Lake City Temple in Godzilla, 
King of the Monsters #13. The plot of Captain America #246 
centered on a man named Martin Harris who is being hunted by Joe 
Smith after the death of his son Joe Smith Jr.  An introduction to the 
world’s first all Mormon superhero team in Salt City Strangers. And, 
Dendo: One Year and One Half in Tokyo by Brittany Long Olsen is 
the first autobiographical graphic novel of a Mormon missionary.

Looking back on his work, Michael Allred said, “The more I make a 
study of life in general, and have this comic book of all things to use 
as an outlet, the more I learn and the more I grow from it. First and 
foremost, I hope that people have a good time with my work, and 
the stories I tell, but also if something inspires somebody to think, 
‘You know what? I’m going to make something of my life, even if 
it’s that tomorrow I’m going to be happier than I was today,’ that’s 
everything.”2  Like Michael, we too hope that this exhibit-this work-
will inspire you, help you feel happier, and enjoy the story of Comics 
and Mormons.

2  Michael Allred, “Madman’s Mike Allred: Rock Out Flying An 
Atomic Red Rocket 7,” Graphic NYC, November 23, 2009, http://graph-
icnyc.blogspot.com/2009/11/madmans-mike-allred-rock-out-flying.html

TIMELINE OF BOOK OF MORMON COMICS:
1947: Stories of the Book of Mormon by John Philip Dalby is the first 
serialized comic version of the Book of Mormon
1947: Henry Anderson illustrates and authors The First Americans, published 
by Harold House Publishing of the R-LDS Church
1953: Stories of the Book of Mormon ends after over 300 issues
1958: Stories from the Golden Records: The Jaredites is published by Eileen 
Chabot Wendel
1967: Lehi Obeys the Lord is one of three short comic books published by the 
LDS Church exclusively for seminary classes
1974: Ric Estrada draws and authors Peace with Honor, published as a short 
story in DC Comics G.I. Combat, no. 169. Estrada’s work is the only Book of 
Mormon story to be published by a national comic distributor
1978: Following the success of Estrada’s work the LDS Church publishes 
Book of Mormon Stories for Beginning Readers
2004: Michael Allred releases The Sword of Laban; he will make it through 
three volumes before he is pulled back into the comic industry
2005: In response to Allred’s version, Father and son team Doug and Corey 
Peery publish Book of Mormon Heroes: Nephi, His Reign and Ministry
2009: Micah Acker self publishes Nephite Nation
2012: Write Stephen Carter and illustrator Jett Atwood team up to release 
iPlates: Pure Book of Mormon Awesomeness.  iPlates is currently the only 
Book of Mormon comic still in production
2013: Michael Mercer reimages iconic Book of Mormon figures as 
anthropomorphic animals in From the Dust: The Last King of Judah

TIMELINE OF NOTABLE MORMON INFLUENCED 
COMICS:
1948: Blazing the Pioneer Trail, Deseret Book
1953: Comic version of Arthur Conan Doyle’s A Study in Scarlet, Classics 
Illustrated
1972: Ric Estrada’s Mormon Battalion, published in Our Fighting Forces 
#135, DC Comics
1975: Speculated Mormon superhero Captain Canuck debuts. Richard 
Comely the creator of Captain Canuck converted to Mormonism in 1971, 
Comely Comix
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1978: Godzilla, King of the Monsters #13 features Godzilla smashing 
around Salt Lake City, Marvel Comics
1979: Battlestar Galactica #5 details the character Apollo’s wedding 
where he is married for “time and all eternity”, Marvel Comics
1987: Anti-Mormon comic The Visitors, Chick Publications
1988: Power Pack #39 shows one of the main characters wearing a 
BYU shirt, Marvel Comics
1991: The first appearance of Dr. Deseret in Captain Confederacy #2, 
Marvel Comics
1992: The first appearance of Mormon detective Jacob Raven in 
Spiderman the Lost Years, Marvel Comics
1994: Madman by Michael Allred debuts.  Allred uses his character 
Madman to interweave Mormon theology throughout his series
2004: Lawyer and BYU graduate Mallory Book in She Hulk #2, 
Marvel Comics
2007: The First Vision debuted in Blammo #7, by Noah Van Sciver, 
Kilgore Books
2013: The world’s first all Mormon superhero team comes together in 
Salt City Strangers
2013: The anti-mormon comic Effing Decaf’s Transdimensional 
Mormon Summer Vacation is released by Chris Sweet
2015: Dendo: One Year and One Half in Tokyo by Brittany Long 
Olsen is the first autobiographical graphic novel of a Mormon 
missionary
2015: The first gay Mormon superhero comic Strippling Warrior, So 
Super Duper Comics
2015: Reality not included, #1-2 is a anthology of comics written and 
illustrated by BYU alumni
2015: Mormon Shorts #1, by Scott Hales

PUBLISHED AND AWARD-WINNING MORMON 
ARTISTS IN THE COMIC INDUSTRY:
Ric Estrada
Sal Velluto
Tyler Kirkham
Jake Wyatt
Jake Parker
Michael Allred
Ryan Ottley
Chad Hardin
Cam Kendell
Noah Van Sciver
Brian Crane
Richard Comely
Howard Tayler
Carter Ried
Phillip Sevy
Robert Atkins
Jess Smart Smiley

URL
http://lintier.webcomic.ws/
http://emi-art.com/comics.html
http://hobotopia.com/
http://www.mormoncartoonist.com/
http://simcomic.blogspot.com/
https://tapastic.com/series/Green-Monk
http://sqcomic.com/
https://demonarchives.com/
http://furryexperience.smackjeeves.com/
http://www.elnabaker.com/
http://bearmageddon.com/
http://www.schlockmercenary.com/
http://www.awwfeathers.com/
http://www.zarahemlatimes.com/
http://beckstrombuzz.blogspot.com/
http://ohgoodheavens.blogspot.com/
https://somethingmormon.wordpress.com/
http://cooties.spiderforest.com/
http://www.supersiblingscomics.com/
http://mormonshorts.tumblr.com/
http://kerryjosmission.blogspot.com/
http://thegardenofenid.tumblr.com/
http://chroniclesofwyler.tumblr.com/
http://robotatertot.tumblr.com/
http://terryblas.com/briarhollowcomic/
http://gleaners.comicgenesis.com/d/20040310.html
http://www.beanleafpress.com/?page_id=7086
http://comicdiaries.com/
http://www.pundragon.com/

TITLE
Lintier

Laugh-Out-Loud Cats
Mormon Cartoonist
Simeon
Green Monk
Strange Quark
The Demon Archives
Furry Experience

Bearmageddon
Schlock Mercenary
Aww Feathers
Zarahemla Times
Buzz
Good Heavens
Something Mormon
Cooties
Super Siblings
Mormon Shorts
Sis. Kerry Jo’s Mission Blog
Garden of Enid
Chronicles of Wyler
Robotatertot
Briar Hollow
Gleaners
The Bean
Comic Diaries
The Legend of Percival Pundgragon

MORMONS PUBLISHING WEBCOMICS:

MORMONS ARTISTS AT THE LAST TWO SALT 
LAKE CITY COMIC CON:
A. Ballestero Art
Adam Mordecai
Adrian Ropp
Amber Erdmann
Andean White Books
Anthony Romrell
Art of Adrian Ropp
Art of Chase Henson
Artmage Illustration
Aubrey Archer
Mikey Brooks
Bean Cutter
Ben Byrd
Bill Galvan
Brian C Hailes
Bryan Beus
Cam Kendell
Carter Ried
Chardonian Press
Cheree Alsop
Chris Bringhurst
Christine Jepsen Fine Art
Corey Moss

Creative Mechanics
Douglas Sharp
Hallett Media
Howard Lyon Fine Art & Illustration
Imaginative ink
Jacob Doughty
Jared Salmond Illustration
Jennseeleyart
Jernae Kowallis
Jess Smart Smiley
JJ Harrison
Joey Gates
John Talbot
Kelsie Liechty
Kendall Hale
Kent Carollo
Kevin Grew
Kip Rasmussen
Kyle Shoop
Lauren Crest
Libby Miranda
Lisa Hall
Manelle Oliphant Illustration

Matt Page Art
Megan T. Stump
Mike Lovins
Mikey Brooks
Jake Parker
Nate Call Illustration
Oh Hale Yeah
Olsonink
Phillip Sevy
Rachel Ross Illustration
Roni DaRonche
Sharae Tucker
steeledART
Stephanie Leonard
Stephanilli Illustration
Stephen Carter
Steven Oaks
Stewart Craig
TheGreyNinja
Tim A Odland
Trevor Downs
V & E Enterprises
Wooley Dalley Art
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Notes

10.0 GM 
Gem Mint

9.9 M 
Mint

9.8 NM/M 
Near Mint/Mint

9.6 NM+
Near Mint+

9.4 NM 
Near Mint

9.2 NM- 
Near Mint-

9.0 VF/NM 
Very Fine/Near Mint

8.5 VF+ 
Very Fine+

8.0 VF 
Very Fine

7.5 VF- 
Very Fine-

7.0 FN/VF 
Fine/Very Fine

6.5 FN+ 
Fine+

6.0 FN 
Fine

5.5 FN- 
Fine-

5.0 VG/FN 
Very Good/Fine

4.5 VG+ 
Very Good+

4.0 VG 
Very Good

3.5 VG- 
Very Good-

3.0 GD/VG 
Good/Very Good

2.5 GD+
Good+

2.0 GD 
Good

1.8 GD- 
Good-

1.5 FR/GD 
Fair/Good

1.0 FR 
Fair

0.5 PR 
Poor

HIGHEST

LOWEST

As with any collectable, condition is equally important to content.  Comics 
are no different. To be a savvy collector you need to get to know the basics 
of comic grading.  The most common grading system is this 10-point scale 
ranging from 10.0 (highest) down to 0.5 (lowest)

COMIC GRADING SCALE
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Gallery Stroll

Curious remedies: Medicine 
During the renaissance

MEG FROST
“Aristotle and many others say men have 
more teeth than women; it is no harder for 
anyone to test this than it is for me to say it is 
false, since no one is prevented from counting 
teeth.” 
–Andreas Vesalius, 16th century anatomist

The library has the good fortune to own 
several important medical works published 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. This exhibit 
highlights these works and the contributions 
made by their authors. It also provides a 

glimpse into the medical world in which these individuals labored. 

The early modern period was an important time in the field of 
medicine. The increased availability of medical texts enabled a 
few independent thinkers to question the medical traditions that 
had obstructed progress in Europe for hundreds of years and their 
ideas developed roots. However, unlike other fields that flourished 
during the renaissance such as art and science, advances in medicine 
happened very slowly. New ideas challenged deeply entrenched 
Greek philosophies that governed how people understood the human 
body, from disease to diet to mental health. These pervasive ideas 
proved very difficult to weed out, many of which remained popular 
through much of the 19th century. 

During the gallery stroll, you will receive additional information 
about each of the books chosen for the exhibit and view a few other 
important texts that were not included. You will get a broader vision 
of the environment in which the authors worked and made their 
contributions. We will discuss the most common illnesses at the 
time and the various treatment options for those who were afflicted. 
While you are here, you can also look through a replica of Van 
Leuwenhoek’s ingenious microscope, take your own temperature 
using the predecessor to the thermometer or, for the brave, try on the 
mask of a plague doctor. Be prepared to leave feeling very glad you 
are living in the 21st century! 

SOME RECOMMENDED READINGS AVAILABLE 
IN THE LIBRARY:
A Brief History of Medicine from Hippocrates to Gene Therapy, Paul 
Strathern, 2005 

The Clockwork Universe: Isaac Newton, the Royal Society and the 
Birth of the Modern World, Edward Dolnick, 2011

How to Cure the Plague and Other Curious Remedies, Julian Walker, 
2013

Blood and Guts: A History of Surgery, Richard Hollingham, 2009

Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine 
from the Renaissance to the Victorians, Richard Sugg, 2011

The Anatomist, the Barber-Surgeon, and the King: How the 
Accidental Death of Henry II of France Changed the World, Seymour 
I. Schwartz, 2015 

Renaissance Secrets, Recipes and Formulas, Jo Wheeler, 2009

Handbook to Life in Renaissance Europe, Sandra Snyder, 2005

Women, Science and Medicine 
1500-1700: Mothers and Sisters of 
the Royal Society, Lynette Hunter 
and Sarah Hutton, 1997 

A Pictorial History of Medicine, 
Otto L. Bettmann, 1956

The Long Climb: From Barber-
Surgeons to Doctors of Dental 
Surgery, Philias R. Garant, 2013
 
A History of Human Anatomy, 
T.V.N. Persaud, Shane R. Tubbs, & 
Marios Loukas, 2014 
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The Ashworth Collection: 
Treasures and Stories from Six Decades

BRENT F. ASHWORTH

Brent Ashworth began collecting books, manuscripts, art, and other 
curiosities in 1956.  Since that time, he and his wife Charlene have 
amassed over a million items—one of the largest private collections 
in the country.

At this year’s conference, Brent will highlight some of Charlene’s 
and his favorites in the fields of history (LDS, American, and 
world), politics, religion, crime and law enforcement, science, 
literature, music, business, sports, and entertainment.  Brent 
has a large collection of material to draw on, including William 
Bradford’s Calvin New Testament which he brought to America 
on the Mayflower in 1620; an original fragment of the Book of 
Mormon manuscript (1829);  Joseph and Emma Smith’s family 
Bible and the Prophet’s last Nauvoo Legion order; Brigham Young’s 
scrapbook (1846-1857) and Book of Mormon inscribed to him from 
the publisher George Q. Cannon (1871, first Utah edition); original 
plays from Shakespeare’s First Folio (1623); a handwritten poem by 

his favorite poet, Emily Dickinson; a 
letter from Edgar Allan Poe written as 
editor of the Southern Literary Review 
asking for an article; a handwritten 
advertisement by Walt Whitman for 
his Leaves of Grass; a copy of the 
rare blue binding of the first edition of 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
found in Russia after the collapse 
of Communism in 1993; a letter of 
Peter Tchaikovsky written from Paris, 

mentioning his opening performance at Carnegie Hall in New York 
the following week; Puccini’s annotated copy of Tosca; Walt Disney’s 
original production contracts for many of his top creations, including 
“Fantasia,” “Snow White,” and “Lady and the Tramp;” the first letter 
Audrey Hepburn wrote her family after surviving the underground 
in Holland during World War II; General George S. Patton’s “toe 
tag”; the only signed copy to surface of the rare, limited, 1925 first 
edition, first printing of Hitler’s Mein Kampf; a handwritten letter 
of Nikola Tesla relating how he almost fried himself on one of his 
experiments; a rare, handwritten letter of Oskar Schindler mentioning 
Auschwitz; and “Butch” Cassidy’s last known letter written from 
Bolivia before he disappears in 1908. And that’s only a sample of the 
sorts of things we might see.

With so much to choose from, where do we start? Where do we end? 
It’s hard to say, but buckle your seat belts and join us for a fascinating 
ride through history!

Notes
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Mormon Mysteries
The LDS Mystery Explosion

LAURA CARD
The number of LDS authors who write 
mysteries has exploded in the last several 
years from a handful to hundreds, including 
books published by national publishers, 
LDS publishers, small press, indie, and self-
published—from fiction to those based in fact. 
Categories include pure mystery, romantic 
mystery, cozy mystery, fantasy mystery, crime 
mystery, historical mystery, Western history, 
suspense mystery, and books for middle grade 
to adult audiences. Because mystery and clues 
are part of most interesting stories, the lists 
are very long and invite the question: What 
truly counts as a mystery? In this session, we 
will explore books for adults and younger 
readers, as well as some messages from 

contemporary authors and some guidelines from the Mystery Writers 
of America. With a finite amount of time to discuss this fascinating 
topic, handouts will be available to give you a bibliography of books 
and sources to find out more. Prepare to have your ideas about 
categories expanded, and to be informed and intrigued.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

ADULT FICTION:
Black, Stephanie. Not a Word. Covenant Communications, 2016

Harrison, Mette Ivie. Series: The Bishop’s Wife. Soho Press, 2015.

Henrichsen, Ronda Gibb. One Fell Down. Covenant 
Communications, 2017.

Kilpack, Josi. 12-book Series: Sadie Hoffmiller Culinary Mystery. 
Deseret Book, 2009-2015

Littke, Lael. Keepers of Blackbird Hill. Covenant Communications, 2011.

Low, Dene. Midnight Blues. Kindle, 2014

Nunes, Rachel Ann. Saving Madeline. Covenent Communications, 2009.

Perry, Ann. Series: Charlotte and Thomas Pitt Mysteries. Ballentine 
Books, 2008-Present

Perry, Ann. Series: William Monk Mysteries. Ballentine Books, 
2005-Present.

Poulson, Claire M. Out Lawyered. Covenant 
Communication, 2016.

Vandergriff, G. G. The Arthurian Omen. 
Covenant Communication, 2008. 

Wright, Cameron. The Orphan Keeper. 
Shadow Mountain, 2016.

MYSTERIES FOR YOUNG 
READERS
Dashner, James. Series: The Maze Runner. 
Delacorte Press, 2014.

Eddleman, Peggy. Series: Sky Jumpers. 
Random House Books for Young Readers, 
2013.

George, Jessica Day. Dragon Slippers, Bloomsbury, 2008.

George, Jessica Day. Silver in the Blood, Bloomsbury, 2016.

Johnson, Elana. Series: Possession (Three books). Simon and 
Schuster, 2013.

Kirby, Matthew J. Icefall. Scholastic, 2013.

Low, Dene. Petronella Saves Nearly Everyone, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2009.

Savage, J. Scott. Series: Mysteries of Cove. Shadow Mountain, 2016.

Savage, J. Scott. Series: Case File 13. Shadow Mountain, 2014, 

Wagner, McKenzie. The Amulet Chase, Cedar Fort Publishing, 2017.
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Voyages of Discovery: 
Exploring The North American Continent

GORDON DAINES
Americans have always wondered what is around the next corner. We 
have a deep desire to understand and demarcate our surroundings. We 
sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the unknown 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803. They were following in the footsteps 
of other explorers and laying the groundwork for future exploration. 
Not much has changed in the past two centuries. Americans still love 
exploration. We sent Neil Armstrong to walk on the moon in 1969 
and today we are actively exploring how to send men to Mars. 

There is something irresistible about frontiers. They have always 
attracted the best and the brightest to explore their mysteries. 
Mankind has an unquenchable desire to understand and conquer the 
unknown. Sir Alexander McKenzie was the first explorer to cross the 
North American continent and 
he did it twice - once in 1789 
and again in 1793. Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark 
voyaged into the wilderness of 
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 
intent on mapping its contours 
and coming to understand 
the geography and the people 
and wildlife that inhabited it. 
Their mission was extremely important to a young nation struggling 
to create an identity. What Lewis and Clark discovered and the 
relationships they forged with Native Americans remains significant 
today. Their journey into the unknown was followed by scores of 
other explorations that aimed to fullfil America’s Manifest Destiny 
to stretch from sea to shining sea. Among these other explorers were 
Zebulon Pike, Stephen Long, William Edward Parry, Charles Wilkes, 
John C. Fremont, John Wesley Powell, and Howard Stansbury. 

Their maps and descriptions of what they found 
continued the process of identity creation begun 
by Lewis and Clark. This process of self-
discovery continues today as Americans explore 
new frontiers and struggle to understand our 
place in the world. In a very real sense, their 
voyages of discovery have become our own.

This presentation documents the exploration of 
the North American hemisphere from the late 
eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries. It 
highlights the many maps, travel descriptions 
and documents that are held by the L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections. Take a stroll through the 
past with us and watch as America comes to life.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Ambrose, Stephen E. Undaunted courage: 
Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and 
the opening of the American West. Simon and 
Schuster, 1996.

Aton, James M. John Wesley Powell: His 
Life and Legacy. Bonneville, 2010.

Gough, Barry M. First Across the Continent: 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie. Vol. 14. University 
of  Oklahoma Press, 1997.

Harris, Matthew L., and Jay H. Buckley, eds. 
Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the 
Opening of the American West. University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2012.

Madsen, Brigham D. “Stansbury’s Expedition to the Great Salt Lake, 
1849-50.” Utah Historical Quarterly 56 (1988): 148-59.

Nichols, Roger L. Stephen Long and American Frontier Exploration. 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1995.

Philbrick, Nathaniel. Sea of Glory: America’s Voyage of Discovery: 
The US Exploring Expedition, 1838-1842. Penguin, 2004.

Roberts, David. A Newer World: Kit Carson, John C. Frémont and 
the Claiming of the American West. Simon and Schuster, 2002.

Struzik, Edward, and Mike Beedell. Northwest Passage: The Quest 
for an Arctic Route to the East. Key Porter Books, 1991.
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Sherlock and his siblings: 
Collecting Late Victorian and Edwardian 

Mysteries

MAGGIE KOPP

By the time “consulting detective” Sherlock Holmes made his 
first appearance at Christmastime in 1887, mysteries, suspense, 
and detective fiction were staples of Britain’s popular press, from 
the penny dreadful to the three-decker novel. Conan Doyle’s short 
novel, the Mormon-related A Study in Scarlet, was included in the 
popular magazine Beeton’s Christmas Annual. Sherlock didn’t cause 
a stir, especially compared to international bestsellers like Julian 
Hawthorne’s The Great Bank Robbery (1887) and Fergus Hume’s 
The Mystery of a Hansom Cab (1886-87) or even H. Rider Haggard’s 
widely-panned 1888 courtroom procedural, Mr. Meeson’s Will. Yet, A 
Study in Scarlet was popular enough that the editor of the American 
magazine Lippincott’s, looking for content for a British version of 
the magazine, commissioned Conan Doyle to write another novel 
featuring the detective. The Sign of Four appeared in February 1890. 

Conan Doyle, and with him Sherlock, really came into his own by 
choosing to serialize episodic cases featuring his detective rather 
than writing a whole novel. Conan Doyle offered his short stories 
to a new magazine, The Strand, hoping to capitalize on its growing 
popularity. The strategy worked. The Sherlock Holmes tales raised 
circulation and solidified The Strand’s place as the foremost British 
fiction magazine of the 1890s and 1900s. The Strand published two 
collections of tales, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) and 
The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1895)—at which point Conan 
Doyle killed off his hero, hoping to focus on historical fiction. Of 
course, public outcry was such that Conan Doyle brought Sherlock 
back, first with The Hound of the Baskervilles (serialized 1901-02) 
and then The Return of Sherlock Holmes (serialized 1903-04). Conan 
Doyle continued to issue Sherlock Holmes mysteries in The Strand 
and in book form through the 1920s.

As one anonymous online critic has written, 
“When you hear the word ‘detective,’ we’re 
betting dollars to donuts that one of the 
first things that comes into your mind is the 
sharp-featured, pipe-smoking, deerstalker-
hat-wearing Sherlock Holmes. He’s like 
Frankenstein or Dracula—one of those 
characters who becomes so fundamental 
to his genre that, even if you’ve 
never read a single . . . story, you 
probably still know who Sherlock 
Holmes is.” Yet Conan Doyle’s 
hero was just one of several popular 
detectives during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, who appeared, like Sherlock, in the 
magazines and novels of the day. 

In America, dime novel detective Nick Carter appeared only a year 
before A Study in Scarlet, and the Pinkerton’s detective series was 
in full swing even though the real-life Allan Pinkerton had passed 
away in 1884. In Great Britain, readers in the 1890s were treated to 
such heroes as Paul Beck, master of disguise, or the psychic Flaxman 
Low in Pearson’s Magazine; old-school detective Sexton Blake in 

the boy’s magazine Union Jack; socialite 
sleuth Robert LeRoy Mitchell in The Idler; 
and Clifford Halifax, M.D. in The Strand. 
Arthur Morrison’s crime solver Martin 
Hewitt became a popular substitute for 
Sherlock Holmes during his hiatus (they 
even shared the same illustrator). And 
yes, there were also lady detectives like 
Loveday Brooke in Ludgate Monthly and 
Grant Allen’s heroines Hilda Wade and Lois 
Cayley, who both appeared in The Strand.

Collecting detective stories as originally 
published in periodicals can be a fun 

challenge, especially when one tries to track down single issues in 
better-than-good condition. For those more interested in collecting 
books, many of these lesser-known detective stories were collected 
into monograph form, with illustrations included. There are also 
many non-serialized detective novels to explore from the period; 
for starters, try Robert Louis Stevenson’s madcap The Wrong Box 
(1889), Richard Marsh’s horror mystery The Beetle (1897), and M. 
P. Shiel’s gothic-tinged Prince Zaleski (1895), all of which come 
recommended by Ellery Queen.
 
We’ll have the chance to see and discuss 
all of these novels and stories and more in 
this session. Sherlock’s brother and sister 
detectives are just waiting to be introduced!
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DETECTIVE AND MYSTERY FICTION: 
SELECTED COLLECTORS’ RESOURCES

GENERAL RESOURCES
Carter, J. Collecting Detective Fiction. Constable, 1938. 

Cooper, J. Detective Fiction: The Collector’s Guide. Barn Owl, 1988; 
2nd edition: Scholars Press, 1994.

Cox, J. R. Masters of Mystery and Detective Fiction: an annotated 
bibliography. Salem Press, 1989.

Green, J. and J. Finch. Sleuths, Sidekicks, and Stooges: An Annotated 
Bibliography of Detectives, Their Assistants and Their Rivals in 
Crime, Mystery and Adventure Fiction, 1795-1995. Scolar Press, 
1995.

Hagen, O. Who Done It? A Guide to Detective, Mystery, and 
Suspense Fiction. Bowker, 1969.

Haycraft, H. Murder for Pleasure. Biblo and Tannen, 1968. 
“Haycraft-Queen Cornerstones”

Lilly Library, The First Hundred Years of Detective Fiction, 1841-
1941. Indiana Univ., 1973.

Mackler, T. Murder by Category. Scarecrow Press, 1991.

Menendez, A. The Subject is Murder: A Selective Subject Guide to 
Mystery Fiction. Garland, 1986.

Panek, L. After Sherlock Holmes: The Evolution of British and 
American Detective Stories, 1891-1914. McFarland, 2014.

Queen, E. Queen’s Quorum.  Little, Brown, 1951.

RESOURCES ON SHORT FICTION
Cook, M. Monthly Murders: A Checklist and Chronological Listing 
of Fiction in The Digest-Sized Mystery Magazines in the United 
States and England. Greenwood, 1982.

Cook, M. Mystery, Detective, and Espionage Fiction: A Checklist of 
Fiction in U.S. Pulp Magazines, 1915-1974. Garland, 1988.

Mundell, E. and G. Rausch. The Detective Short Story: A 
Bibliography and Index. Kansas State 
University Library, 1974.

Queen, E. The Detective Short Story: A Bibliography. Little, Brown, 
1942.
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Take the train for east 
aurory, where we work for 

art and glory: 
The Arts and Crafts Movement in America

ROBERT MAXWELL AND RUSS TAYLOR
Last year, we discussed the emergence of the Arts and Crafts 
Movement and the formative role that William Morris played in 
breathing a renewed life into book production in the United Kingdom. 
We felt like we only told half of the story, however. This year, we 
cover the other half: the impact of Morris on book production in the 
United States.

We’ll begin our discussion with Elbert Hubbard, someone who is 
nearly as interesting as William Morris. Hubbard was the force behind 
the Roycrofters in East Aurora, New York, and went from being a 
soap salesman to one of the pre-eminent writers, philosophers, and 
artists of his day. He and his second wife died in the sinking of the 
Lusitania, but he left us with some splendid books and a trove of 
aphorisms. You may have heard some of them:

“In order to have friends, you must first be one.” or

“The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’t 
be done is generally interrupted by someone doing it.” or

“Genius may have its limitations, but stupidity is not thus 
handicapped.”

Or one that applies as much today as it did a hundred years ago:

“This will never be a civilized country until we spend more money for 
books than we do for chewing gum.”

From the Roycrofters, we’ll move 
to other American presses that 
also adopted and adapted Morris’ 
principles of book production 
and design, such as the Mountain 
House Press, the Peter Pauper 
Press, the Riverside Press, the 
Merrymount Press, and the 
Grabhorn Press. 

So much to cover! We hope you’ll 
join us for the journey, but be 
advised: we have more material 
to show you than we have time to 
discuss it all.

For further reading about this year’s session, attendees may want to 
consider the following:

ELBERT HUBBARD AND THE ROYCROFTERS
Hubbard, Elbert. The Note Book of Elbert Hubbard. New York: W.H. 
Wise, 1927.

Lane, Albert. Elbert Hubbard and His Work: A Biography, a Sketch, 
and a Bibliography. Worcester, Mass.: Blanchard Press, 1901.
Shay, Felix. Elbert Hubbard of East Aurora. New York: W.H. Wise, 
1926.

Kanfer, Stefan. “Love and Glory in East Aurory,” City Journal 
(https://www.city-journal.org/html/love-and-glory-east-aurory-13014.
html).

DARD HUNTER AND THE MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
PRESS
Baker, Cathleen. By His Own Labor: The Biography of Dard Hunter. 
New Castle, Del.: Oak Knoll Press, 2000.

BRUCE ROGERS AND THE RIVERSIDE PRESS
Blumenthal, Joseph. Bruce Rogers: A Life in Letters, 1870-1957. 
Austin, Texas: W. Thomas Taylor, 1989.

Warde, Frederic. Bruce Rogers, Designer of Books. Port Washington, 
N.Y.: Kennikat Press, 1968.

DANIEL UPDIKE AND THE MERRYMOUNT 
PRESS
Daniel Berkeley Updike  and the Merrymount Press. New York: The 
American Institute of Graphic Arts, 1940.

Updike, Daniel Berkeley. Notes on the Merrymount Press & Its Work. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1934.
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JOHN HENRY NASH
Harlan, Robert D. John Henry Nash: the Biography of a Career. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1970.

FauntLeRoy, Joseph. John Henry Nash, Printer: Legend and Fact in 
the Development of a Fine Press Intimately Reviewed. Oakland: The 
Westgate Press, 1948.

GRABHORN PRESS
Grabhorn, Edwin E. Recollections of the Grabhorn Press. Berkeley: 
[Publisher not identified], 1968.

Magee, David Bickersteth. Two Gentlemen from Indiana, Now 
Resident in California. San Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1961.

BOOK CLUBS
Majure, Bill R. “A Brief History of the Limited Editions Club.” 
(http://www.majure.net/lechistory.htm)

Kurutz, Gary F. The Book Club of California at One Hundred. San 
Francisco: The Book Club of California, 2012.

We invite you to return to Special Collections to look at the work of 
these printers and presses. To find examples of their work in L. Tom 
Perry Special Collections, go to the Library’s catalog (catalog.lib.
byu.edu), choose “alphabetic search” and “search all” or “author” in 
the drop-down list, enter the name of a printer in the search box, and 
click “search”. Some search examples:
Roycroft Shop
Hubbard, Elbert, 1856-1915
Mountain House Press
 Hunter, Dard, 1883-1966
Riverside Press (Cambridge, Mass.)
 Rogers, Bruce, 1870-1957
Nash, John Henry, 1871-1947
Grabhorn Press
 Grabhorn, Robert
 Grabhorn, Edwin E.
 Grabhorn, Jane Bissell
Limited Editions Club

Book Club of California

Notes
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Tales of a Mormon book 
collector: 

What I’ve Learned in Thirty Years of Book 
Collecting

REID MOON

Reid N. Moon is the owner of Moon’s Rare Books in Provo, 
Utah. He has been collecting rare Mormon books, documents and 
artifacts for the past 30 years. During his presentation he will share 
insights on how to improve or start your book collection. This 
presentation will benefit both the beginner and expert.

As part of his presentation, Reid Moon will show what he calls the 
“holy grails” of Mormon book collecting—books, documents and 
artifacts that once belonged to prominent figures in early Mormon 
history, such as, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Wilford Woodruff, 
Newel K. Whitney and others. In case you didn’t get your fill at 
our conference two years ago, a 
collection of “authentic” Mark 
Hofmann forgeries will also be on 
display.

The Daily Herald described Reid’s 
collection as perhaps “the most 
historically significant collection of 
items anywhere in Utah County…,” 
so it is an honor to have him join our 
2017 Book Collecting Conference. 
Come prepared to be instructed, 
entertained, and amazed. Reid will 
regale us with intriguing stories about 
his books, and inspire us to look for 
great books with compelling stories 
ourselves.

This presentation is not to be missed!

Notes
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No mere temporary 
structure: 

Ephemera and the 1893 Salt Lake 
Temple Dedication

GREG SEPPI
When construction began on the Salt Lake Temple in July, 1847, 
the monumental scope of the project drove some observers to doubt 
that the project would ever be completed. In 1876, for example, the 
San Francisco Chronicle reported, “The corner-stone was laid in 
1851. The walls are about fifteen feet high. At this rate it is hoped to 
complete the Temple by the time Gabriel blows his trumpet” (as cited 
in St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 1876).

When the Salt Lake Temple was finished in 1893, forty years had 
passed since its groundbreaking and site dedication. Perhaps the 
most distinctly “Mormon” building ever constructed, the Salt Lake 
Temple’s completion was a watershed event in the history of the West 
as well as the Church. Its completion was marked by a public open 
house and 19 days of dedication ceremonies that included five special 
sessions for children in addition to thirty-one for adults. Thousands 
of Latter-day Saints made lengthy trips to attend the dedication 
sessions. For local Salt Lake City businesses that would feed and 
house these tourists and the railroad lines that would transport them, 
this was an incredible opportunity. Moreover, the temple’s dedication 
was covered in national and international newspapers, providing an 
enormous PR windfall at a time when the Church was still under 
intense scrutiny for its polygamous underground. 

Pamphlets, newspapers, and other materials of the Salt Lake 
Temple dedication give us a window into LDS life and culture 
in the late 19th century that no other sources can duplicate.  Salt 

Lake Temple dedication ephemera also helps us understand the 
broader socioeconomic trends in the American West in the 1890s. 
Additionally, as an area for book collectors to explore, the Salt Lake 
Temple dedication can be fruitful. For example, each dedication 
session attendee was given a ticket, signed in facsimile type by 
Wilford Woodruff, the president of the LDS Church. With 31 different 
session tickets to collect in addition to a host of Union Pacific railroad 
and local business ephemera, the Salt Lake Temple constitutes a 
broad and intriguing collecting area.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
“Brigham’s Land.” (1876, July 3). St. Louis Globe-Democrat, p. 2.

Cannon, A. H. (2010). Candid Insights of a Mormon Apostle: The 
Diaries of Abraham H. Cannon, 1889-1895. Salt Lake City, UT: 
Signature Books.

Hamilton, C. M., and Cutrubus, C. N. (1983). The Salt Lake Temple: 
A Monument to a People. Salt Lake City, Utah: University Services.

Holzapfel, R., and Bohn, M. A. (2002). 
Photograph of Children Traveling to 
the Salt Lake Temple Dedication, 1893. 
BYU Studies 41(2), 71-75.

Holzapfel, R. (1992). Every Stone a 
Sermon. Salt Lake City, UT: Bookcraft.

Stuy, B. H. (1998). “Come, Let Us Go Up 
to the Mountain of the Lord”: The Salt Lake 
Temple Dedication. Dialogue: A Journal of 
Mormon Thought 31(3), 101-122.
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LUNCHEoN SpEAKEr
Archeology of a Collector: The Harry F. 

Bruning Collection at Brigham Young 
University

JACK STONEMAN
Jack Stoneman is a graduate 
of Brigham Young University, 
and completed his PhD in 
Japanese literature at Columbia 
University. His main research 
focus is the late-Heian period 
poet Saigyo (1118-1190). Jack 
also has research interests in 
medieval Japanese poetry, literati 
culture, and Japanese ceramics, 
and has in recent years begun 
researching Japanese rare books 
and manuscripts held in BYU’s 
Special Collections.

Until recently, we knew very 
little about Harry F. Bruning, who 

collected approximately 250 Japanese rare books and manuscripts in 
the 1940s and 1950s—a collection that was eventually sold to BYU 
in 1965. Many decades later, we are beginning to understand what 
led Bruning to collect Japanese items (even though his main area 
of collecting focus had been Americana), why he chose the type of 
items he collected, and how he assembled such a rare and fascinating 
collection. In our study of Bruning’s career as a collector, we have 
not had the benefit of a biography or documentary evidence of the 
collector’s aims or methods. Rather, we have prompted the items 
to speak for themselves, and we have dug around in the collection, 
uncovering vestiges, like shards of pottery long buried, that reveal 
not only the structure and history of Bruning’s collection, but the 
mind and heart of the collector himself.

Notes
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The Harold B. Lee Library Book Collecting 
Conference is named in memory of A. 
Dean Larsen, retired Associate University 
Librarian at Brigham Young University, who 
passed away on May 29, 2002 after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Dean Larsen worked at the BYU Library for 
forty years and was principally responsible 
for the acquisition of over three million 
volumes during his career, adding not only to 
the general collection, but building a world-
class Special Collections as well.

Under Dean’s direction, the library reached 
prominence as one of the nation’s finest research libraries. Dean worked 
closely with Chad Flake to acquire unique research materials that today 
form the core of Special Collections. Among the collections built by Dean 
and Chad are the History of Printing, Renaissance and Reformation, History 
of Science, British and American Literature, Victorian and 19th Century 
Social History, and Western and Mormon Americana. His personal interest 
in collecting rare books and manuscripts resulted in life-long friendships 
with librarians, collectors, curators, and book dealers around the world. Prior 
to his passing away, Larsen and his wife, Jean, donated to the Lee Library 
their personal collection of more than 1,800 books, pamphlets, maps, 
photographs, and postcards dealing with Yellowstone National Park and 
established an endowment for its continued growth.

Dean Larsen’s life and career were centered on libraries, book collecting, 
and BYU. For this reason, the university is pleased to recognize Dean’s 
many contributions by naming the Lee Library’s Book Collecting 
Conference in his honor.

Dean Larsen was born August 23, 1930 in Vineyard, Utah, a rural farming 
and dairy community adjacent to Orem and Provo. He was the third of five 
children, two older brothers and two younger sisters, born to Vera Alice 
Austin and Ariel Ellis Larsen. His early years growing up on a farm and in 
a house without indoor plumbing required his performing daily chores of 
carrying water from the spring, providing kindling to start the fire in the old 
kitchen coal stove and the heater in the front room as well as keeping the 
coal buckets full.

During the war years in the 40s, a steel mill was constructed in Vineyard, 
prompting the relocation of several families living in that area. When Dean 

A. Dean Larsen
MEMORIAL AND BIOGRAPHY was fourteen years of age, the Larsen family moved to Orem where they had 

purchased a small farm and a newly remodeled modern home. Also on the 
property was a large barn. With the move, Dean’s father started a hide and 
fur business, thus the barn had a double function of providing shelter for 
livestock and a spacious area for processing hides and furs. 

Dean attended Lincoln High School in Orem where he was on the debate 
team, associate editor of the yearbook, president of FFA, and a student 
assistant for a very inadequate school library. After graduating from high 
school he entered Brigham Young University, focusing his study on history 
and geography. Summers and evenings were spent buying and processing 
hides for his father. He interrupted his university study after his sophomore 
year to serve as a missionary for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Upon completion of this two-year mission, he returned to his studies 
at BYU and obtained student employment in the University Library. From 
that time on, books and the library became an integral part of his life. 

When he graduated from the university with a major in history, the Korean 
War was under way and he was drafted to serve in the army. After basic 
and specialized training, he was assigned to the Central Intelligence Corp 
in Stuttgart, Germany. This assignment and location provided extensive 
opportunities during weekends and short leaves to experience travel 
throughout Europe. This opportunity imbued him with a lasting appreciation 
for the arts, museums, libraries, bookshops, rare book dealers, etc. 

Dean returned home from his tour of duty with the army in the fall of 1956 
and was hired full-time at the BYU Library with an agreement that he would 
be given summers off to pursue a Master of Library Science degree at the 
University of Michigan. He completed his degree in August of 1960. The 
next year he was appointed director for collection development. The fruits 
of his ability and tireless efforts are now documented with the quality and 
quantity of books acquired during his tenure at the helm of acquisitions for 
the Brigham Young University Harold B. Lee Library. Dean was also an 
avid collector of material for his personal library. One of his most extensive 
collections was his collection of Yellowstone materials. He also spent a great 
deal of time working on a general bibliography for Yellowstone material. 
Before his death, he was able to accrue information for more than 10,000 
annotated entries. 

From the beginning of his career he demonstrated what some have said 
is a gift or rare ability—a true “book sense.” It is something analogous to 
height in a basketball player: it can’t be acquired through training; you either 
have it or you don’t. He was able to recognize not only the value of the 
acquisition, but also envision how it would contribute to the collections of 
the library.



presenter Biographies

Trevor Alvord is the Curator of 21st Century Mormonism and Western 
American at Brigham Young University where he is responsible for 
building BYU’s web archive and collecting 21st Century Mormon 
imprints.  Before coming to BYU he served as a Processing Archivist 
at Utah State University and as Head of Special Collections at James 
Madison University.  Trevor received undergraduate degrees from USU in 
History and Religious Studies in 2007 and his MLIS from San Jose State 
University in 2009.

Brent Ashworth began collecting books, manuscripts, art, and other 
curiosities in 1956.  Ashworth is a nationally known autograph collector 
and dealer of U. S. historical documents and Mormon history related 
material. He has assisted the Glenn Beck organization, the LDS Church 
History Library, BYU Library Special Collections, the UVU Library 
Special Collections, State History Division, including the Utah State 
Archives and other major institutions. He has recently assisted Beck with 
his first three history museums, starting with “Man in the Moon” at the 
Grand America Hotel in Salt Lake City, over the July 4th holiday in 2013, 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Kennedy Assassination in conjunction 

with the Mercury One Convention at the Omni Hotel in Dallas, Texas, in November 2013, and 
the “Miracles and Massacres” Museum held at Beck’s Mercury One Studios in October 2014. In 
November 2013, Ashworth also appeared on Beck’s special show on collecting, along with David 
Barton and Rick Harrison of Pawn Stars. Ashworth is a noted philanthropist in Utah among historical 
organizations and libraries and is a community leader.

TREVOR ALVORD

BRENT ASHWORTH

GORDON DAINES

LAURA CARD
Laura Card is a retired professor of research and writing, having earned 
a PhD in rhetoric and composition. She is an award-winning author of 
fiction, poetry, non-fiction, and academic writing. One of her papers 
written about an original proclamation regarding sumptuary laws by 
Elizabeth I (found in the BYU Special Collections) was awarded first 
place by the American Historical Rhetoric Association. She writes 
fiction under the name of Dene Low. Her novel Petronella Saves Nearly 
Everyone was a finalist for the American Mystery Writers Association 
Edgar Award. She is active in the Utah writing community and often 
presents at writing conferences. She personally knows many of the authors 
she will be speaking about.

J. Gordon Daines III is Supervisor of Reference Services and Department 
Chair in the L. Tom Perry Special Collections at Brigham Young 
University. He holds an undergraduate degree in history from Brigham 
Young University, a master’s degree in history from the University of 
Chicago, and a certificate in archives and records management from 
Western Washington University. He has been fascinated by explorers 
and exploration for as long as he can remember. He co-curated the 2005 
Special Collection’s exhibit “Exploring the West: The Legacy of Lewis 
and Clark” which celebrated the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition and America’s love of exploration. The exhibit commemorated 

the efforts of Lewis and Clark, as well as other explorers who broadened the understanding of our 
nation for their generations. Other research interests include the development of primary source 
literacy skills, the history of the archival profession in Utah, managing with digital records, and 
business process management as applied to archives.

MEG FROST

MAGGIE KOPP

ROBERT  MAXWELL

CHRISTOPHER MCAFEE

REID MOON 

Meg Frost is the Physiological Sciences Librarian at Brigham 
Young University where she is responsible for the library’s medical 
collection. She received a master’s degree in Biology Education at 
the University of Utah and a master’s of Library Science from the 
University of North Texas. Her current research interests include the 
early history of medicine and popular biomedical literature.

Maggie Gallup Kopp is Curator of Rare Books at L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections in the Harold B. Lee Library, where she is 
responsible for the European historical collections and rare British 
and American literature. She is currently serving as chair of the 
Utah Library Association Archives, Manuscripts, and Special 
Collections Roundtable. Maggie holds an MA in Medieval Studies 
from Fordham University and an MLS from the University of Texas 
at Austin. Her research interests include Victorian ephemera and the 
intersection of book history and women’s history.

Robert L. Maxwell is a regular presenter at the A. Dean Larsen 
Book Collecting Conference. He is one of the Library’s rare 
materials catalogers and is curator of the Orson Scott Card 
Collection. He holds a PhD in Classics from University of Toronto, 
and a JD, an MA, and an MLS from Brigham Young University. He 
also received his BA from BYU in French and Latin.

Chris received a BFA in printmaking in 1993 from Brigham Young 
University where he began learning to bind books. He went on in 
1995 to receive an MFA in bookbinding from the University of 
Alabama where he studied book conservation. He has spent the last 
20 years conserving and preserving books, documents, photographs, 
and other artifacts. He currently works for the L. Tom Perry Special 
Collections as Head Conservator.

Reid N. Moon is the owner of Moon’s Rare Books in Provo, 
Utah. He has been collecting rare Mormon books, documents and 
artifacts for the past 30 years. Reid Moon graduated from BYU 
in 1985. He is an antiquarian book dealer who specializes in rare 
Mormon books, documents, early Bibles [1250-1899 AD], classics 
in literature and important historical books and artifacts. He has 
traveled over a million miles—to 45 of the 50 states and all over 
Europe, North and South America tracking down these treasures. 
He is a regular guest on the Glenn Beck Program, and he says that 
he has “the best job ever!”
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GREGORY SEPPI 

JUDY SOMMERFELDT

JACK STONEMAN

CHRISTINA THOMAS

RUSS TAYLOR

Gregory Seppi is the Curator of 19th and 20th Century Mormon and 
Western Americana at Brigham Young University. In addition to his 
curatorial responsibilities, he is currently finishing his Master of Library 
and Information Science degree through San José State. He also holds an 
MA in the History of Medicine from Oxford Brookes University (2011) 
and a BA in History from Brigham Young University (2010). Prior to his 
employment at BYU, he acquired rare books for the LDS Church History 
Department in Salt Lake City, UT, from 2013 to 2014. His research 
interests include the history of printing (especially ephemera), religious 
studies, women’s history, and the history of race and gender in the west.

Judy Sommerfeldt is a graduate of Brigham Young University with a 
major in English and a minor in French.  She taught secondary education 
after earning her bachelor’s degree.  Judy was introduced to calligraphy 
and the beauty of handwritten letters twenty five years ago.  Since that 
time she has been an active student and advocate of calligraphy as an art 
form.  She is the past president of the Utah Calligraphic Artists Guild 
and currently serves on its executive board. She teaches bookbinding at 
Brigham Young University and at Utah Valley University.  Judy and her 
husband Vern are the parents of six children and grandparents of twenty-
three.

Jack Stoneman is a graduate of Brigham Young University, and completed 
his PhD in Japanese literature at Columbia University. His main research 
focus is the late-Heian period poet Saigyo (1118-1190). Jack also has 
research interests in medieval Japanese poetry, literati culture, and 
Japanese ceramics, and has in recent years begun researching Japanese 
rare books and manuscripts held in BYU’s Special Collections.

Christina Thomas was first trained as a book repair technician while 
a BYU student from 2000 to 2004. She later completed the two-year 
bookbinding program at the North Bennet Street School in Boston. After 
completing book conservation internships at Haverford College, the 
Boston Public Library, and the LDS Church History Library, she joined 
the Harold B. Lee Library staff as assistant to James Fairbourn in 2009. 
In July 2013 the staff of the HBLL Conservation Lab welcomed her as a 
Conservator of Rare Books and Manuscripts.

Russ Taylor is the Assistant University Librarian over Special Collections, 
before which he was Supervisor of Reference Services at Special 
Collections at BYU since 1999. Prior professional work includes 15 years 
as a corporate speechwriter, three years as assistant curator of Special 
Collections at BYU and temporary positions as reference librarian at 
Mary Washington College (Fredericksburg, Virginia) and Anoka-Ramsey 
Community College (Coon Rapids, Minnesota), and as a contract 
library cataloger for Advanced Information Consultants (Minneapolis, 
Minnesota). To round out his professional career, he has also worked as a 
bull whacker and an ox driver for the Minnesota State Historical Society at 

the Oliver Kelly Historic Farm in Elk River, Minnesota, and at “This Is The Place” Heritage Park in 
Salt Lake City.
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